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Board of Commissioners Meeting 
 

September 27, 2017 
 

Chairperson Cameron called a regular Board of Commissioners meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. on 

September 27, 2017, at Cowlitz 2 Fire & Rescue Headquarters Station in the high school 

classroom. The following were present: 

Commissioner Headley Commissioner Olson 

Commissioner Neves Chief LaFave 

Deputy Chief Kelly Deputy Chief Ribelin 

Financial Analyst Ballinger 

 

Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting: 
A motion was made by Commissioner Olson to approve the August 23 and August 30, 2017, 

BOC meeting minutes as is. Commissioner Headley seconded the motion. No further discussion. 

Motion carried. 

 

Awards & Recognition: 

Volunteer Ryan LaFave was recognized for his efforts during an active kitchen fire near his 

home that occurred on July 18. Four children, who are developmentally disabled, were home 

alone when a kitchen fire broke out. The kids evacuated and ran to Ryan’s home. Ryan assisted 

the children with calling 911, told the children not to reenter the home, and to stay with him 

where it was safe. Lt Sanders submitted a letter of commendation for his actions. Ryan was 

presented a letter of commendation and silver coin presented by Lt Sanders and Deputy Chief 

Ribelin. The Board congratulated Ryan and thanked him for his exemplary service to the public 

and department. 

 

Public Comment: 

None 

 

Verbal Reports: 
None 

 

Written Reports: 
Capital Improvement Bond Update:  A summary of fire station costs and recommended cost 

savings were included in the Board packet. Additional funding options were discussed as the 

project looks to be over budget due to a variety of reasons beyond our control. The Board would 

like staff to continue to look at ways to cut costs without compromising our original goal and 

intent. The target date to go out to bid is August 2018. 
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Action Items: 
Surplus Ambulance (Staff Report #9-2-001):  An agenda summary was included in the Board 

packet that outlined the recommendation to surplus the 2003 Ford E-350 ambulance. All 

questions by the Board were answered by Staff. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Neves to approve the surplus of the 2003 Ford ambulance 

at the discretion of the Fire Chief. Commissioner Olson seconded the motion. No further 

discussion. Motion carried. 

 

Fire Prevention & Safety Grant (Staff Report# 9-2-002):  The District was awarded a grant to 

purchase regular smoke alarms and smoke alarms for hearing impaired families. The total grant 

award is $19,290 with a $918 match by the District. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Headley to accept the grant award as outlined above. 

Commissioner Neves seconded the motion. No further discussion. Motion carried. 

 

Resolution 779-2017: Cancel Warrants:  This resolution outlined warrants to be cancelled since 

they have been outstanding for more than one year in accordance with RCW 39.56.040. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Olson to approve Resolution 779-2017: Cancel Warrants 

as presented. Commissioner Headley seconded the motion. No further discussion. Motion 

carried. 

 

Chief’s Report: 

 Met with EGT recently to start discussion about changes to contract structure for fire 

protection services. 

 Met with Kaiser earlier today to discuss community paramedicine program in our area. 

Chief LaFave was encouraged by the conversation. 

 Extreme Machine event at the fairgrounds this past Saturday. The event was well 

attended and our volunteers enjoyed being there with apparatus on display. 

 Station 24 repairs should be completed in the next couple of weeks. 

 Most of our resources are back from wildland season. It was a very busy season for us. 

 Staff will have the 2018 preliminary budget to review at the next meeting. 

 

Payroll: 
A motion was made by Commissioner Olson to approve payroll totaling $269,816.98 for warrant 

numbers 54824 through 54844 dated September 5, 2017; payroll totaling $251,973.47 for 

warrant numbers 54912 through 54928 dated September 20, 2017, and payroll totaling 

$1,520.20 for warrant number 54929 dated September 22, 2017. Commissioner Neves seconded 

the motion. No further discussion. Motion carried. 

 

Vouchers: 
A motion was made by Commissioner Neves to approve vouchers totaling $14,432.70 for 

warrant numbers 54845 through 54853 dated September 8, 2017; vouchers totaling $159,285.25 

for warrant numbers 54854 through 54911 dated September 15, 2017; and vouchers totaling 

$71,981.50 for warrant numbers 54930 through 54973 dated September 29, 2017. Commissioner 

Headley seconded the motion. No further discussion. Motion carried. 
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Announcements: 
 Commissioner Headley reported that the Comm Center is working on an interlocal 

agreement and will be formed as a public development authority. This process is moving 

along very rapidly. 

 Looking ahead, the second meeting in November is the day before Thanksgiving. The 

Board chose not to reschedule the meeting. 

 

Executive Session: 
Chairperson Cameron recessed the regular meeting at 6:48 p.m. to enter into Executive Session 

to discuss personnel for approximately 40 minutes. 

 

Chairperson Cameron closed the Executive Session and re-opened the regular meeting at 7:25 

pm. 

 

Adjournment: 
Meeting was adjourned by Chairperson Cameron at 7:25 p.m. 

 

             

Chairperson Cameron     District Secretary 


